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PRESIDENTS REPORT     

This will be the last report I make as President of the WAPHS, and those that have been 
members for a considerable time, know I am never short of talking and saying things that I 
believe in, some cases I may offend, in others I will thank or praise, certainly I will only ever 
say what I strongly believe. 

Contrary to several rumors that have been circulated, I am not seriously ill but will require 
minor medical assistance in the near future. I will turn 80 this year and am starting to slow 
down, so I believe after serving 12 years as a Volunteer Member including the last 3 years as 
President, it is time for me to step aside and trust the younger members in this Society to put 
new ideas and effort into the development of WAPHS, however, younger is a bit of a joke the 
young in our Society applies to the under 70’s and unfortunately we seem to be lacking 
volunteers in that age bracket, but regardless the ones that step forward and volunteer are 
hard -working, dedicated  members that I have been more than proud to work with. 

Three years ago I approached Dave Lampard your New President, and requested him to put 
his name forward as Vice President for a year as I believed, that it would be all the time I 
required, to secure the vehicles that were at one stage donated to the Society by WAPOL, but 
had suddenly appeared to have been withdrawn when a new  administration was appointed, 
and  a delay suddenly appeared to be happening to our Service Level Agreement,   which  
needed to be reviewed with the Manager of the Record Section . I am pleased to inform you 
that the vehicles were once again donated to us by the present Commissioner and are now on 
display at our premises in Lincoln Street Highgate.  The Service Level Agreement 
unfortunately has not been reintroduced, and I will discuss this further into this report. 



At this stage I wish to thank our Patron Commissioner Dawson APM for his continued 
support of our Society, which resulted in the appointment of Commander Bell as his 
representative, and who has been outstanding in his support of this Society, and has also 
joined as a member, he is a collector who has great respect for the proud history of the WA 
Police Force. No President could ask for a better Committee and Volunteer Members than I 
have had for the past three years, Last but not least my genuine thank you to my family who 
have all joined the Society and all worked as Volunteer members 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The AGM was held at Forrest Park Croquet Club, 66 Harold Street, Mt Lawley ,WA instead 
of our own premise for several reasons , 1. We took into account the current surge of the 
Cov19 Omnicom Virus, and of course  our hall was not large enough to provide the  social 
distance  suitable for our members, and 2. I had thought wrongly that by this stage our hall 
would be full of goods from the number two container, that we are in the process of removing 
from our premises making way for the addition of our approved extensions to the storage 
shed 

MEMBERSHIP 
At present we have a total of one hundred and ninety registered members, and although we 
do have a large number of members, we have less than twenty- five that I would call 
Volunteer Members, and that includes the Committee.  Members who cannot assist the 
Society, have supported us in other ways with artifacts, or financial donations this is also 
important to our success. If you have any skills or are interested in Police History and wish to 
research, or if you have time to spare, please contact the office I am certain your assistance 
would be welcomed. 

OFFICE 
Our office is in good hands, we have 3 new computers, 2 older ones and 5 laptops which will 
to a degree take some of the load away from the Office Manager, if we have more volunteers 
with computer experience it would be helpful. The office is still undergoing changes and I am 
certain the new President will inform you when it is completed. 

LIBRARY 
We have started a library which unfortunately is housed in the old Highgate Police Station 
Cell owing to the lack of storage space and as most of the retired officers will know, we did 
have a considerable library which no longer exists however, the Society has obtained a 
number of well worth reading and researching books written by Police Officers and of course 
other interesting authors. One day it is my hope that we would have a decent area for 
members to come in sit down and read. 

VISITS 
In 2021 the volunteers have taken exhibits to the Canning Show,Gin Gin Show, Kelleberrin 
Century Exhibition and  Merriden  Police Station, Toodyay Moondyne Joe Festival, WA 
Police Social Club. WA Police Union Conference, Serpentine air Show and visited Toodyay, 
Padbury, Booragoon, Ellenbrook and Kalamunda Probus Clubs, Collectors Club (all at the 
Volunteers expense) We have also hosted 5 other groups including the Jaguar Car Club. 
 The Armadale Rangers visit each year but unfortunately the school visits have stopped, as 
once again we have no room for the youths who have in the past visited here with their 
teachers and parents. 

 



GRAVES DEDICATION
This of course was and always will be my favorite part of being a member of the Society, 
and the ultimate dedication was held at East Perth Pioneer Cemetery for 20 pioneer police 
officers on Sunday September 19, which was a credit to all those that participated, another 
dedication was held last year at Minegnew, which was organized by the treasurer and was 
also a strong success for our ability to do this type of service. I must thank the WA Police 
Union for their financial contribution and total support of this very worthwhile event, 
and again for the members who also attended both of these events at their expense. 
This is and will always be one of the most important areas in the WAPHS, only last week 
I was contacted by Wayne Astill representing Norton Gold Fields, and for those 
who remember our trip to Kalgoorlie, this was the gentleman that 6 years ago  I 
negotiated the Pitman and Walsh Memorial Site at Millers Find  Kalgoorlie with. It now 
appears that the company have applied to mine the area and wish to discuss relocating the 
Memorial Site with us, and the City of Kalgoorlie, and as a result I have discussed it with our 
new President Dave Lampard, and we agreed that I will continue with the negotiations, 
and no doubt you will receive updates on the results. 

MUSEUM 
I have intentionally mixed the 3 year period with the last year’s results, as I want all 
members to note that during this term regardless of our failure to renegotiate a 
Service Level Agreement, we still managed to survive, but our funds which we have 
saved through your efforts will be considerably lower, even though we have managed to 
secure top of the range large display cabinets which were taken apart, transported and 
rebuilt at our museum all donated except for the fuel, all our wall space has been 
utilized by the building of photo boards, new photo boards have been produced for outdoor 
displays, several thousand dollars’ worth of shelving was also purchased for a ridiculous 
cost and delivered free by Volunteer members and a major kitchen upgrade was received 
from Bunnings at no cost to the Society, except for an electrician and plumber. We can and 
have the ability to run a museum. 

WHAT IS A MUSEUM 
In short it is a BUILDING in which objects of HISTORICAL, SCIENTIFIC, ARTISTIC, 
or CULTURAL items are collected, stored and exhibited it is permanently in service to 
society and open to the public, Seniors, Adults and Children for research, studying and 
education. To comply with our previous agreement to promote WAPOL by having a 
museum as per the attached AGM 2001 report from Commissioner Brian Bull AO 
APM, we promoted the opening of our premises on Tuesday and Friday for the public and 
also 
canvassed vehicle touring clubs, schools, Probus Clubs, outdoor events and country towns 
and we are growing and although slow to start we have reached a reasonable event 
calendar for this last year and  to the stage that we have advanced bookings which we have 
cancelled due to the construction of our Shed extension and once again no suitable 
premises for the expansion. 

If the Museum is to succeed we need the continued supply of artifacts from WAPOL which 
is still not happening as I have previously discussed items such as the rifle used by Cooke 
is a classic example, I did try to obtain this item for its historic value to a Police Museum 
and was told it was on loan to the WA Museum however, that was not the case it was 
gifted to them and lost forever to us and they say history repeats itself. 

We have been gifted a weapon about 3 months ago that was required to be made innocuous 
we have and had at the time a licensed gunsmith which carries out work for us at no charge 



ready to do the job but it appears it is being done elsewhere,why the delay, no idea but 
Commander Bell is now looking into this and I believe it will be forthcoming for display. 

These are only a few of the problems we have in collecting artifacts from WAPOL and it is 
only with the recent assistance given to the Society by Commander Bell, that we are 
experiencing more officers and Sections contacting us with artifacts but like the Service 
Level Agreement that only lasts as long as those who are the present administration are in 
office and that is no way to run any organization. 

No question that after spending the last 3 years attempting to have WAPOL on board it was 
more than pleasing to see the present Commissioner supporting our Society but also 
unfortunate that the decision does not appear to be his alone and I believe the only way to 
achieve this State having a dedicated Police Museum you will need the Commissioner, the 
Executive Director and the Minister of Police to all be on the same page or either say once 
and for all N0 to the Museum and become the only State without one, or say YES to the 
erection of a building in the area where the containers are .The Museum side of the WAPHS 
cannot provide  a Museum based on temporary finance (at present financed by its members} 
or by relying on the comparison how other Museums are run in particular ones that have staff 
paid, fully funded and guaranteed artifacts  .  

I cannot understand any reason why the Service Level Agreement was dismissed after 12 
years of success without one problem, nor can I understand why WAPOL disposed of their 
Historian and saved his wage and expenses obviously knowing all the inquiry work would go 
to WAPHS with no actual financial compensation paid (the historical inquiry work load has 
not doubled but trebled) from previous years. 

The problem is not only the Service Level Agreement although that is a major roll but it also 
effects our lease, so in fact we do not have a building for a museum nor does WAPOL have a 
policy for the retention of artifacts with us and items that are of extreme importance to a 
genuine Police Museum, in fact they are given away to other collectors or Museums and we 
rely solely on retired police and public which in any dedicated museum like the Police is just 
not acceptable. 

My thoughts for what they are worth are not very good for the Museum as far as surviving 
without a Service Level Agreement it becomes another Community based body looking for 
handouts per annum and not a planned approach for PR work for WAPF. 
I have no doubt that after 35 years WAPHS itself will always survive by working on the 
inquiries, graves’, but it will lose a huge major PR concept, that of having a museum.  

I will conclude by saying thank you to all the members, donors and of course our major 
sponsor The WA Police Union and although I am very happy with the achievements, we have 
made in the last year that I was in office, I am sorry for being unable to restart the Service 
Level Agreement and an agreement on artifacts and I wish the incoming president more 
success than I had 

Thank you all and stay safe 

David D MacDonald 



CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION 

The Government of Western Australia's Department of Communities awarded Certificates of 
Recognitions to the following members for WA Volunteer 2021.

Kevin Clarke            Julie Rae   
Wally Morris            Fiona Mariah 
Val Doherty              Dave Lampard 

These were presented at our Christmas function at the Market Tavern Canning Vale, on 
December 7, 2021, following our monthly meeting at Highgate. 

Tony Lynch with his certificate 

Don & Lena Wiggerman 
Bob & Margaret Waterhouse 
Tony Lynch



Also, at the function, Carol Vernon was presented with an orchid plant. President Dave 
MacDonald declared that he couldn’t thank Carol enough for the amount of work she puts 
into the society. 

   Carol Vernon with Iris Plant 

RYAN & LLOYD 

Two men named James Ryan & George Henry Lloyd disappeared from their camp at Challi 
Bore, Narndee Station, between 10/12/29 and 18/12/29 in a very mysterious manner and have 
not been heard of since. 



The last person to see them was Mr Boyle, Manager of Narndee Station on 8/12/29 at the 
homestead.  Mr Boyle visited the camp of Ryan & Lloyd on 10/12/29 but did not see either 
man.  The only person at the camp was Rowles who said both men were working on the 
fencing job. 

He again visited Challi Bore on 21/12/29 and found the camp gone and no one about. 

Eight fires close to the camp containing bones (burnt and broken), razor blades, buttons, 
eyelets, etc. were found by Detective Sergeant Manning at Challi Bore and seems unable to 
understand for what purpose the fires were used, unless for the burning of the bodies of Ryan 
and Lloyd, and the only person who knows about the eight fires is Rowles who left Challi 
Bore on 17/12/29 and arrived at Youanmi on 18/12/29. 

On 1/4/32 Rowles passed through Narndee Station driving Ryan’s Dodge converted car, and 
on 6/3/31 when located at an out camp at Hillview Station he still had Ryan’s utility truck in 
his possession. 

Numerous inquiries and statements were taken and left no doubt that Ryan and Lloyd were 
both murdered by Rowles as no trace of either men can be obtained since December 1929. 

On 6/3/31 John Thomas Smith alias Snowy Rowles, was located by Detective Sergeant 
Manning and Constable Hearn, at am out-camp of Hillview Station 80 miles from 
Meekatharra, when it was found that he was identical with John Thomas Smith, who escaped 
from the Dalwallinu lockup in 1928. 

An inquiry into the death of Louis J Carron, who disappeared in the Murchison in May 1930, 
and who was identical with Leslie George Brown of Hamilton NZ, was opened in Perth on 
18/1/32, John Thomas Smith alias Snowy Rowles was present in custody charged with 
murder. Mr. F Curron, Solicitor of Perth appeared for Rowles. 

The evidence of six witnesses were taken in Perth before Warden Butler, when the hearing 
was adjourned to Cue, which commenced on 8/2/32 and finished on 15/2/32. 

The Crown Prosecutor (Mr Gibson) examined 39 witnesses that were called by the Crown, 
and the Warden Mr ET Butler returned a verdict that :Leslie George Brown known as Louis J 
Carron came  to his death near the 183 Mile Gate on No.1 Rabbit Prod Fence on or about the 
18th May, 1930, and I find that he was murdered by John Thomas Smith otherwise known as 
Stanley or Snowy Rowles, and I commit the said John Thomas Smith to stand his trial at the 
Criminal Sittings of the Supreme Court commencing on the 1st March 1932. 

Three witnesses from New Zealand, Mr Smith (Dentist), Mr A T Long (Jeweller) and Mrs 
Brown, the wife of Carron attended the inquiry. 

Thirty-nine witnesses were called for the Crown, who all gave their evidence satisfactory, 
and were not broken down by Mr Curran during cross examination. 

Rowles was brought before Mr Justice Draper and a Jury at the Criminal Court, Perth on 
10/3/32 and continued until 6.30pm 19/3/32. 

There were 43 witnesses called for the prosecution and six for the defence, the jury after two 
hours retirement returned a verdict of wilful murder. 



On 28/3/32 the accused appealed to the Full Court Perth, against his conviction.  The Court 
consisted of CJ Northmore and Justices Draper and Dwyer, Mr Downing, Mr Gibson 
appeared for the Crown and Mr Curran for the accused. 

After hearing arguments on both sides, the Court on 27/4/32 dismissed the appeal and refused 
a new trial. 

Rowles, through his Solicitor applied to the High Court of Australia for special leave to 
appeal, and on 26/5/32 the appeal was heard before Chief Justice Rich and Justices Starke, 
Dixon, McTiernan and Evatt. 

Mr Brennan KC and Mr Cullity of Melbourne appeared for Rowles, and Mr Ham KC of 
Melbourne and Mr Gibson, Crown Prosecutor of W.A represented the Crown.  The 
application of Rowles was refused by a majority of the judges. 

The Groper Brotherhood (Spiritualists) and other local bodies submitted petitions to the 
Attorney General for a reprieve.  This was declined and would not alter their original 
decision.  Rowles was hanged in Fremantle Gaol at 8.00am on Monday 13/6/32. He made no 
confession and no reference to the other missing men, James Ryan and George Henry Lloyd. 

A SPOOKY STORY 

John Bradford, a university student, was on the side of the road hitch-hiking on a very dark 
night and in the midst of a big storm.  The night was rolling on and no car went by.  The 
storm was so strong he could hardly see a few feet ahead of him. 



Suddenly, he saw a car slowly coming towards him and stopped.  John desperate for shelter 
and without thinking about it, got into the car and closed the door…only to realize there was 
nobody behind the wheel and the engine wasn’t running. 

The car started moving slowly, John looked at the road ahead and saw a curve approaching. 

Scared, he started to pray, begging for his life.  Then, just before the car hit the curve, a hand 
appeared out of nowhere through the window, and turned the wheel.  John paralysed with 
terror, watched as the hand came through the window, but never touched or harmed him. 

Shortly thereafter, John saw the lights of a pub appear down the road, so, gathering strength 
he jumped out of the car and ran to it. 

Wet and out of breath he rushed inside and started telling everybody about the horrible 
experience he had just had.  A silence enveloped the pub when everybody realized he was 
crying…and wasn’t drunk. 

Suddenly the door opened and two big muscular men walked in from the dark and stormy 
night.  They, like John were also soaked and out of breath.  Looking around, and seeing John 
sobbing at the bar, one said to the other…. 

Look Dave, …there’s that bloody idiot that got in the car while we were pushing it. 

CONSTABLE HENRY PARKER 

Constable Henry George Parker (#773 & #794) the later number was he resigned then re-
joined the Police on 16/8/1903. 

He was last seen standing on the deck of the steamer “New Guinea” alone, at 9.30pm on the 6 
September 1904, by Patrick Sherry a warden at the Wyndham gaol, the steamer was 
alongside the jetty. 

William Goodridge, Corporal in charge of the Wyndham Police Station at the time, stated at 
the inquest into the death of Constable Parker, that Parker had said he was going down to the 
steamer to see if all was quiet and to borrow a paper from Mr Finmore the head cattleman on 
board, he had been informed there was a paragraph in the paper concern in a previous 
shooting incident he had been involved in. 

On March n27, William Goodridge was called down to the jetty by Jacob Kuhl, a labourer, 
who was cutting open a large crocodile he had caught in the Cambridge Gulf.  The contents 
of the stomach revealed several bones identified as adult human and an amount of clothing 
that after being washed was identified as being pieces of a mackintosh, pieces of a shirt and 
part of a sleeve of a uniform coat from the elbow down, similar to those being worn by 
Comestible Parker at the time he disappeared. 

Parker had previously been stationed at Broome and it appears had accidently shot a Malay, 
many of the Malays had been heard to threaten him and Commissioner Hare had decided to 
transfer him to another post.  Many residents of Broome had signed a letter sent to the 
Commissioner commending Constable Parker for the way in which he performed his duty. 



Henry George Parker was 31 and single, he had been in Western Australia about 2 years, his 
assumed remains of 11 bones were buried in the Wyndham Police Station yard by Corporal 
William Goodridge. 

Unfortunately, the location where his remains are, and due to the landscape now being a 
mountain, will be impossible to locate.  However, it would be nice to recognize this officer 
by the way of a plaque. 

Thanks to Dave Lampard for this story. 

POLICE BADGE 

The official Police badge was introduced in 1970 and apart from being used on Police caps it 
appears upon the letterhead of Police correspondence. 

The badge is metal and is 7cm high and 5cm wide, it is predominantly silver with red 
trimming to the crown, royal blue background to the words “W.A” and Police with red and 
green kangaroo paws and black swan upon the mid blue disc of the State Emblem. 

The interpretation of the WA Police Badge, “The Crown” a symbol of Royal authority, the 
“Laurel Wreath” the symbol of valour, the “Five-Pointed Star” a symbol indicating that 
members of the Police Force are ready to go in any direction to perform their duties, “State 
Emblem” typifies the State of Western Australia, “Motto”, Dieu Et Mon Droit – God and my 
Right, a belief in God in doing what is right.   

POLICE MOTTO DISPUTE 

In response to the criticism of Chief Superintendent Beckett in regards to the interpretation of 
the Police motto “Dieu et Mon Droit” published in The Police History Book – August, 1987.  
I wish to advise that extensive enquiries have been conducted by Chief Inspector Simms of 
this office. 

Correspondence was forwarded to the Language Laboratory of The University of Western 
Australia and subsequently the query was directed to the History Department of the 
University. 

The investigation conducted by this office has, on the information available, concluded that 
the literal translation has been lost in antiquity, and that the contemporary interpretation 
(which includes any of the known versions) is acceptable because it projects the belief in the 
Divinity regardless of creed, and the necessity to apply Christian ethics to the occupation of 
the police officer. 

In view of the ambiguity brought about by antiquity, I am not prepared to instruct the author 
of the article in the publication “The Police History Book” to retract the statement in relation 
to the interpretation (whatever the version) for the interpretation is a commonly held one and 
clearly understood.  

The atheist police officer, I do not believe would be offended by the motto; as such an officer 
has an alternative to the belief in God; such officer is bound, as sworn to serve Her Majesty, 



the Queen, and like all members of the Force are tied to the ethics imposed upon us by statute 
law.  

To divorce the motto from the W.A. Police 

Force would be a costly exercise and would require the consent of Her Majesty, who is still 
the figure head of our Police Force. 

It is the opinion of this office that the motto should remain as is. 

Signed: B J Hanney Acting Commander             

Office of Inspectorate     April 8, 1988 

Again, thanks to Dave Lampard  

ELIJAH DAWSON 

Elijah was a descendent, in the direct male line, of an old family of the Isle of Thanet in Kent, 
England.  The Dawsons there can be traced back to the 1590’s.  Elijah and several brothers 
(one, a musician, could have been as young as 12) enlisted in the British army late in the 
Napoleonic Wars.  Elijah served in the 95th regiment of Foot (part of the Rifle Brigade) and 
took part in the battle of Waterloo.  He reached the rank of Corporal, then served after the 
victory over Napoleon in a Fencible unit in Ireland. 

Elijah moved to Western Australia as an ‘indentured’ servant and confidant of Captain 
Molloy, a heroic officer of the same military unit who had been his commanding officer at 
Waterloo. 

He arrived with his wife Ann Wakeham (1803-1880) at Fremantle per “Warrior” and they 
had the following children: George (born and died 1830/1831), Mary-Ann, Maria, George. 
Elizabeth and Elijah born in 1845. 

He accompanied the Bussells to the Vasse district in 1834 for 6 months.  Elijah had a very 
adventurous career as constable at Augusta from 1835, the appointment being confirmed on 



15/07/1835.  He took part in an exploring expedition from Augusta to Cattle Chosen in 
November of that year.  H was still a constable near Augusta in August 1840 and, according 
to the Blue Books, and then became a constable at Vasse in 1841+ until at least 1847.  By 
June 1848 he had resigned his position because of the low pay and poor working condition. 
He was replaced by David Earnshaw. 

Elijah lived at Wonnerup near Dunsborough between 1841 and 1850 and then on his farm 
“Westbrook” (near Busselton) WA on 12/05/1885. 

The late Mervyn Brian Walker Reg No. 2613 was a great grandson. 

Sent in by Peter Conole 

PATTERN OF LIFE 

We met and married a long time ago, we worked long hours when wages were low.  No telly, 
no bath, for times were hard, just a cold water tap and a walk in the yard. 

No holidays abroad, no carpets on floors, we’d coal on the fire and didn’t lock doors.  Our 
children arrived (no pill in those days), we brought them up without any state aid. 

They were safe going out to play in the park, and old folks could go for a walk in the dark. 
No Valium, drugs and no LSD, we cured most of our ill with a good cup of tea. 

No vandals no muggings (not much to rob), we felt we were rich with a couple of bob. 
People seemed happier in those far off days, kinder and caring in so many ways. 

Milkmen and paper boys would whistle and sing, a night at the pictures was quite a mad 
fling.  We got our share of troubles and strife, but we had to face it – the Pattern of Life 



Editor 
As I agreed to take on the Peelers for a year, and it stretched into three, I’m afraid this will be 
my last one.  I have learned a lot, as I had no idea about computers and doing the Peelers 
made me learn quickly. 

Due to commitments with other organizations here in Bunbury, and especially my close-knit 
family, it is just too difficult and time consuming to carry on producing the Peelers. 

Whoever takes on this role as Editor, I wish them all the very best for the future. 

Best wishes to all 

Margaret Waterhouse 

MEETINGS HELD AT 

57 Lincoln Street, Highgate WA, 6003 

First (1st) Tuesday of the month at 10am unless otherwise notified 

MEMBERSHIP 

Annual Fee & Yearly Renewal $ 20.00 (No Nomination fee) 

Yearly subscriptions fall due 1st of January 

OPENING HOURS 

Tuesday and Friday   9am to 3pm 

Other times by appointment 

WEBSITE: www.policewahistory.org.au 

EMAIL:       waphs@globaldial.com (Preferred method of contact unless urgent) 

TELEPHONE: (08) 9328 3691 

POSTAL ADDRESS: PO Box 471 

Mount Lawley W.A 6939 

The Society Acknowledges the Support (in kind and financial) it receives from the WA 
Police Force and the WA Police Union. 

EDITOR 

Margaret Waterhouse 
Email:  bobmarg2@hotmail.com 
Phone:  0438 93544 

mailto:waphs@globaldial.com
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WA Police Historical Society’s Committee 2022/2023 

President   Dave Lampard Retired 1/C Sgt 4717.WA Police Officer Jan 1, 1973, to 
October 31, 2004 

WAPU Councillor and Director 1996 to 2004.WAPU Industrial Officer, Safety Officer 
Field Officer Nov 2004 to Nov 2017. WAPHS member from 2004 Vice President 
from 2019-2022 

Interest in the history of the WA Police its officers and the WA Police Union. Police 
Motorcycles and the WA Police Diving Squad.   

It is of critical importance that the WA Police Force and State Government join the WAPHS in a 
partnership to ensure that WA police history is preserved.   

Vice President   Mike Dean APM Retired Senior Sergeant 4873. 

Joined in 1973 after being a cadet. Retired from WA Police twice 2018 & 2009. 
(Long Story) 

Special Promotion to Inspector 2009 (Another Long Story). 44 years all together as 
Uniform Officer and Detective, Country and City. 13 years as President WA Police 
Union.  

Interested in all things Policing and WA Political History. I am proud of my Service and I have a great 
respect for all serving, retired and ex-Police. It is a noble profession, and it’s critical that our history 
be preserved. 

 Secretary    Peter Browne Retired 1/C Sergeant 4395 
I joined Police Traffic Branch as a clerk in 1965 and later joined the WA Police in 
1971. I have worked in all regions of the State. 

I oversaw the design and implementation of a number of special projects such as 
the Police Chaplaincy, Health and Welfare Branch, Noongar Patrol System, On 
Track Programme and WA's commitment to the National Police Memorial.  

I was the first Welfare Officer for the WA Police and later Welfare Officer for WA 
Police Union, Police Legacy and PFAC.  

I was awarded a Churchill Fellowship and travelled to the United States, Canada and United 
Kingdom.  

I retired from full time work in 2021 and now offer my assistance at the Society as the Secretary. 

Treasurer    Carol Vernon Retired Sergeant 6428 

My interest in Police History has been partially because it is a large part of my 
personal history but also the history of my friends and one known family member, 
my maternal great grandfather. Sadly, he never lived to see me enter the WA 
Police Force on 01/03/1982 as part of School 2/82. 

My police career was rich in fun and laughter with likeminded colleagues while we 
attended many varied jobs, operations and served the community. I had the 

privilege to train, mentor and supervise the subsequent generations of Police. 



I met my own goal of helping people and continue to do so. I retired on 26th July 2018. 

General Committee    Russell Armstrong Retired Inspector 4539 

I started my WA Police career as a Cadet from 1967 and have fond memories of 
working at the Lincoln Street VKI and Radio Techies complex.1969 to 1971.  

l will include a more detailed account of the premises in a future edition of the
Peelers Gazette.

Having served 46 years in the job with a long-time association with the WA Police 
Union as President, Vice President and Senior Vice President, Councillor and Director. 

Always grateful of the work of the WA Police Historical Society and hope to be able to contribute to 
the objects and goals in the future.   

From the committee 2022/2023 

The committee looks forward to a successful year. Attracting new membership from within the WA 
Police Force and all those officers who have retired or are planning on retiring in 2022. 

Due to the impending return of the two WAPF owned sea containers a considerable amount of 
reshuffling of documents, artefacts will be needed. Hopefully the two new shed extensions will be 
completed towards the end of the year freeing up more space within the current museum area. 

We have placed a number of important partnership proposals to the Commissioner and stressed the 
importance to the WAPF and State Government of the approaching preparations for the 2029 State 
Bi centennial celebrations.  

Members will be regularly provided with updated information on the website. 

A number of member events are being planned in different historical venues around the 
metropolitan area has space in our meeting room is taken up with storage. 

Hopefully we will have an interesting WAPF presentation for the members at our April get together 
10am Tuesday April 5, 2022 at 57 Lincoln Street Highgate. 

On behalf of the committee 

Kind Regards 

Dave Lampard 




